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“If thou criest after knowledge, and 
liftest up thy voice for understanding; 
if thou seekest her as silver, and search- 
est for her as for hid treasures; then 
shalt thou understand the fear of the 
Lord, and find the knowledge of God.” 

—Proverbs 2: 3—5. 











Patient Waiting Indicates Maturity 
Dear Sister: 

We think of this life as a Preparation 
Day, since this term signifies in general 
any day which precedes a great event. It is 
very important that we have the patience to 
await the expected event. 

Patience is not the possession of children. 
This is made strikingly evident by the ear- 
splitting howls young children send up when 
they must wait for something they want. 
There can be no waiting. Children live for 
the present, not for the future. This is the 
difference between an immature outlook on 
life and a mature one. A mature adult will 
plan for the future and is willing to wait 
patiently until his plans materialize. What 
is far ahead in the stream of time will 
eventually arrive. The mature person knows 
this and will wait for it; the immature will 
not. 

Waiting is a divine requirement. For 
ages God has required humans to wait. In 
the days of Noah He promised the destruc- 
tion of that wicked world 120 years in ad- 
vance. Even though that promised day 
seemed a long way off, Noah waited for it. 
Time was not standing still. It continued 
to move at its unchanging pace, and finally 
the fateful day arrived. The Jews in cap- 
tivity had to wait seventy years before 
their promised return to Jerusalem. 

There are divine promises that we today 
are expected to wait for: the destruction of 
the present system; the righteous rule of 
Christ; eternal peace; the gift of eternal 
life. These are dependable promises that 
will be fulfilled at God’s appointed time. 

Can we wait? 


St. Louis, Mo. R. M. S. 


Eyes Opened 
Dear Brethren: 

I certainly have had my eyes opened 
through reading your books and papers. I 
have attended church and Sunday School 
all my life, but can truly say that I have 
learned more about the Bible since reading 
your books. I love your literature and be- 
lieve every word is true. 

Bismark, Mo. ia De. 


Truth through the Meciwpo MeEssacE 
Dear Sirs: 

Thank you for continuing my subscrip- 
tion of this wonderful message of truth. 
I look forward with an eager heart for 
each issue of the Mrecippo MeEssacE. It is 
wonderful to know the truth. 

May God use your magazine and your 
congregation to give light to them that are 
in darkness and bring them to the marvel- 
ous truth which will set them free. 

Connellsville, Pa. J. W. H. 
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The Coming Kingdom of Peace and Righteousness 


destination to which the patriarchs of old journeyed, 

for which the priests of Israel purified their souls, 
the happy objective on which the prophets focused their 
vision, and the hope for which the saints of all ages 
practiced self-denial and self-sacrifice. Of it the holy men 
of old left testimony in the Book of God, word pictures 
of a land flowing with milk and honey. There holy laws 
shall be justly executed by exactors of righteousness. 
There tranquillity and goodness shall bathe the land with 
abundant peace. 

Within its realms war and bloodshed, carnage and 
cruelty shall have been long since forever banished; pov- 
erty and ugliness forever unknown, even sickness and 
sighing shall be forgotten evils. 

In that land of abundant blessedness, the inhabitants 
shall flow together to the goodness of the Lord; their 
souls also shall be as a watered garden and shall not sor- 
row any more at all, for there the health of men of patri- 
archal age shall abound as in the bloom of youth, and 
the land shall flourish plenteously, for all shall know the 
Lord from the least to the greatest. 

That Kingdom shall be appropriate for the cherished 
Son of God and His selected co-rulers. The governing 
body shall be established with power, might and justice, 
beautified with glory, grandeur and majesty which shall 
diminish the splendor of Solomon to nothingness and to 
which the gold of Ophir is but ashes. That dominion shall 
be exalted and magnified above and beyond all man-made 
government and under whose auspices the earth shall be 
caused to teem with countless righteous inhabitants till 
it is filled with the glory of God. 


"Tee Kingdom of peace and righteousness! it is the 


The King (David’s Greater Son) 


As temporal monarch over the kingdom of Israel, 
David was qualified to describe with clarity the future 
universal Kingdom upon earth, of which his was a type. 
Many of his psalms are devoted to this loftiest theme of 
the ages. Of the King, His conquests, establishing the 
Kingdom, the territory of His domain, the subjects of His 
realm, and the duration of His rulership, he writes pro- 
lifically, eloquently. The prophet’s gaze was beamed to- 
ward that auspicious day when he wrote the words of the 
comprehensive Psalm 72. God had sworn with an oath 
to him concerning his greater Son, even Jesus Christ, who 
was to be King (Ps. 182:11). 


Give the king thy judgments, O God, and thy righteousness 
unto the king’s son. 


The Almighty spoke through the Prophet Nathan unto 
David, saying, “When thy days be fulfilled, and thou shalt 
sleep with thy fathers, I will set up thy seed after thee, 
which shall proceed out of thy bowels, and I will establish 
his kingdom.” True, David held high hopes for the reign 
of his illustrious son, Solomon, but he also understood 
that this prophecy by Nathan related to the far distant 
future, for he said, “Thou hast spoken also of thy serv- 
ant’s house for a great while to come, and hast shown 


me future generations, O Lord God!” (II Sam. 7: 12, 19). 

Long after David’s immediate posterity were buried in 
the sepulcher with their father, the prophets of Israel 
took up and repeated the grand strain, Isaiah the mag- 
nificent has it, “There shall come forth a rod out of the 
stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots: 
and the spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the spirit 
of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and 
might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the 
Lord: . . . and righteousness shall be the girdle of his 
loins and faithfulness the girdle of his reins. ... And in 
that day there shall be a root of Jesse, which shall stand 
for an ensign of the people; to it shall the Gentiles seek” 
(li: i, 2 6, 10). 

According to Jeremiah, “Behold, the days come, saith 
the Lord, that I will raise unto David a righteous Branch, 
and a King shall reign and prosper, and shall execute 
judgment and justice in the earth” (23:5). 

Gabriel to Mary said, “Behold, thou shalt .. . bring 
forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS. He shall be 
great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the 
Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father 
David: and he shall reign over the house of Jacob for 
ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end” (Luke 
1: 31—83). 

And, according to Jesus’ own testimony when ques- 
tioned by Pilate, “Art thou a king?” He replied, “To this 
end was I born, and for this cause came I into the world” 
(John 18:37). He is to be “king over all the earth” 
(Zech. 14:9), David’s greater Son. 

With Him there will be associate kings, men and women 
of this 6,000 years who are judged righteous at His sec- 
ond advent, 144,000 to be exact (Rev. 14:1). Having 
overcome as Christ overcame, they shall be worthy to 
sit with Him upon His throne, according to the promise 
(Rev. 2: 25, 26; 3:21; II Tim. 2: 11—13). 


Preparation for the Kingdom 


He shall judge the people with righteousness, and thy poor 
with judgment. The mountains shall bring peace to the peo- 
ple, and the little hills, by righteousness. He shall judge the 
poor of the people, he shall save the children of the needy, 
and shall break in pieces the oppressor. 


Grandest feature of the rulership body of the new 
world will be their justice. Always righteous judgment 
will be executed. Today this vital element is lacking in 
the judiciary realm, all because the men at the top have 
not duly attached themselves to the highest good; the 
best are beset by human weaknesses. 

It is said that one of the world’s greatest governors 
and administrators of justice, Moses, he who emanci- 
pated and educated a race of slaves, was thoroughly suc- 
cessful in his mission because in all judicial matters his 
passions were so completely under control that it ap- 
peared to the people that he had none (Josephus). Thus 
it will be in the judiciary realm of the new world. Mem- 
bers who are elected to that office, those who qualify as 
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the 144,000, will have proved their capacity for the posi- 
tion by complete self-government. Thus justice will al- 
ways be executed, blended, however, with kindliest com- 
passion and mercy. 

Christ’s first work, after selecting His co-rulers, will 
be to make the world a safe and suitable place for His 
Kingdom. In the all-covering language of David, He must 
“break in pieces the oppressor.” Oppression in endless 
forms has the whole world fairly licking the dust under 
its tyrannical hand. First, we think of that vast and ghast- 
ly prison behind the Iron Curtain, where men’s souls are 
not their own; where, if any attempts escape, he is con- 
fronted with a fence of barbed wire rising ten feet high 
all along the frontier, with an armed sentry at every hun- 
dred yards. Such oppressors He will break in pieces, mer- 
cilessly. International boundaries will be leveled to the 
ground. There shall be one nation and one King (Ezek. 
37: 22; Zech. 14:9). 

Then there is that detestable evil which was abolished 
in the U.S.A. only about a century ago, but which is still 
legal in many countries today—slavery. At least one out 
of every 20 inhabitants of Saudi Arabia lives in bondage. 
The business flourishes, with well-established wholesal- 
ers, retailers and brokers. They obtain their merchandise 
in a variety of ways: some keep slaves for breeding, like 
cattle; others buy unwanted children; still others deal 
with supplies who ship slaves across the Red Sea from 
Africa. “The dark places of the earth’—Yemen, China, 
India—‘“are full of the habitations of cruelty.” 

Other forms of oppression exist, none the less horrible 
in their ultimate consequence. Over 1,000 forms of reli- 
gious error are being proclaimed from the pulpits today. 
Men are placing their soul’s salvation in the custodian- 
ship of all manner of theological deceivers. Take for 
example, that gigantic system of fraud which professes 
to transform the bread and wine into the actual flesh and 
body of Christ at the priest’s blessing. This is oppression, 
perhaps, of deeper dye than that of communist Russia, 
for it is the better and more subtly cloked with the mantle 
of sanctimony. 

These false teachers will flee before the white light 
of Christ’s judgments, as says Zechariah: “The prophets 
shall be ashamed everyone of his vision, when he hath 
prophesied; neither shall they wear a rough garment to 
deceive: but he shall say [still adept at fact evasion], 
I am no prophet, I am a husbandman; for man taught me 
to keep cattle from my youth.” Whether prophet or shep- 
herd, he cannot escape. The time shall have come to break 
in pieces the oppressor, and the edict shall go forth from 
Christ the King: “Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, 
. .. Smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered: 
and I will turn mine hand upon the little ones. And it 
shall come to pass, that in all the land, saith the Lord, 
two parts therein shall be cut off and die; but the third 
shall be left therein. And I will bring the third part 
through the fire, and will refine them as silver is refined, 
and will try them as gold is tried: they shall call on my 
name, and I will hear them: I will say, It is my people: 
and they shall say, The Lord is my God” (Zech. 13: 4—9). 

To the uninformed this slaughter of two-thirds of earth’s 
inhabitants may seem ruthless, Much to the contrary, 
however, the sword will be wielded in justice. The de- 
struction will be conducted without undue haste, each 
person being given the opportunity to submit to the new 


order and participate in the new and improved society. 
Only the rebels who refuse to reform shall be eliminated. 

Thus, He shall “break in pieces the oppressor’—all 
oppressors. 


Law and Its Execution 


Victories attained by conquest can be maintained only 
by the existence and enforcement of law. Today “because 
sentence against an evil work is not executed speedily, 
therefore the heart of the sons of men is fully set in 
them to do evil” (Eccl. 8:11). In that day “the law shall 
go forth of Zion, and the word of the Lord from Jeru- 
salem” (Mic. 4: 2) ; a law not to be garbled by a dissent- 
ing judiciary, or evaded by lax patrolmen, or mocked by 
a brazen populace, but a law to be respected and enforced. 
“Thine ears shall hear a word behind thee, saying, This 
is the way, walk ye in it, when ye turn to the right hand, 
and when ye turn to the left” (Isa. 30: 21). Nor will open 
violation of the law be allowed: “The child shall die a 
hundred years old; but the sinner being a hundred years 
old shall be accursed” (Isa. 65: 20). 

By the simple enforcing of righteous law, no aggressor 
can arise, implements of war—the intercontinental 
bomber, the guided missile, the hydrogen bomb—will be 
relegated to the limbo of forgotten tools of the ancient 
savages—and consequently 


in his days shall the righteous flourish; and abundance of 
peace so long as the moon endureth. 


Strange, how that the blessings for which man has 
fought and searched and prayed for weary centuries must 
be literally forced upon him! 


Territory of the Kingdom 


He shall have dominion also from sea to sea, and from the 
river unto the ends of the earth. 


The Kingdom of Christ will not be confined to the 
limited number of square miles as was the typical king- 
dom of Israel, but “Jesus shall reign where’er the sun 
does his successive journey run; His Kingdom spread 
from shore to shore, till moons shall wax and wane no 
more.” Or, as says the 2d psalm: the uttermost parts of 
the earth shall be His possession (v. 8). 


Subjects of the Kingdom 


They that dwell in the wilderness shall bow before him; 
and his enemies shall lick the dust. The kings of Tarshish and 
of the isles shall bring presents: the kings of Sheba and Seba 


shall offer gifts. Yea, all kings shall fall down before him: all 
nations shall serve him. 


Today men of vision forecast amazing things for the 
world of tomorrow. Say they, nuclear energy will be 
brought to a practical state of peacetime usefulness; the 
energy of the sun’s rays will be effectively harnessed; 
jet propulsion and rocket-type vehicles will travel at 
speeds as high as 5,000 miles an hour with greater safety 
and comfort than today’s aircraft; two-way radios will 
become practicable so that a man walking a New York 
street can talk directly with a man on a Texas ranch; 
further ahead it is conceivable that human speech will be 
translated instantly from one language into another so 
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that a Korean may be able to telephone New York in his 
own language and be heard in idiomatic English, while 
the New Yorker’s English will be converted in transit 
into Korean. Asylums will shut their doors, for improved 
drugs will restore the balance of body chemistry in the 
incipient stages of insanity, etc., etc. 

With all due respect to human progress which we ap- 
preciate and utilize as a tool for the dissemination of the 
gospel, are not even these amazing forecasts antiquated 
by such power and knowledge as, for instance, Gabriel 
utilized in his flight from the high courts of heaven to 
visit Daniel in Babylon? Can we imagine that he was de- 
pendent upon a nuclear-fueled vehicle, or that the in- 
tense cold of the ionosphere or the airless reaches of the 
space beyond presented an insoluable problem to him? 
And again, at Jesus’ baptism when the voice was heard 
from heaven, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased,” was not inter-planetary communication a little 
in advance of this vaunted twentieth century? When 
Jesus commanded the devil to depart from the lunatic, 
and immediately he sat clothed in his right mind, no high- 
powered drug was administered, no electroshock applied. 
Later, upon the Day of Pentecost, when the apostles’ mes- 
sage was instantaneously translated and heard not in one 
but 17 different languages, there was a power demon- 
strated beside which the envisioned electronic translator 
may not compete. 

What was this power which was known to the men of 
God and so freely displayed? It was the power of the Holy 
Spirit, withdrawn temporarily, but to be abundantly re- 
stored by Elijah, Christ’s forerunner (Matt. 17: 11), and 
to be used by the righteous (John 14: 12) to promote the 
Kingdom cause. 


Granted, man’s visions of today may be achieved by 
him. But will he know how to use the extra leisure which 
ultra-modern invention will provide? According to the 
trend in the last five years, when the television 
has absorbed much of man’s leisure, occupying children 
and robbing them of the principle source of education— 
reading, also contributing to the degradation in morals, 
might it not be that the lauded advances will be rather 
instruments of retrogression? 

Whatever the strides in the scientific world, one thing 
is certain: Science cannot “break in pieces the oppres- 
sor.” And until the oppressor is annihilated, the world 
must necessarily dwell in two armed camps; and despite 
the luxuries within, death stalks without. Only after the 
oppressor is broken in pieces will all nations bow before 
the King of kings. Then with the benefits which Holy 
Spirit power can bestow, health will be enjoyed by all 
nations (Isa. 33:24), longevity (Isa. 65:20), strength 
of intellect. 

The blessed, peaceful state of the nations is covered by 
Isaiah: “They shall build houses and inhabit them; they 
shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit. They shall not 
build and another inhabit; they shall not plant and an- 
other eat; for like the days of a tree shall the days of my 
people be, and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of 
their hands. They shall not labor in vain, or bear chil- 
dren for calamity; for they shall be the offspring of the 
blessed of the Lord, and their children with them” (Isa. 
65 : 21—23, R.S.V.). 

Not only does this presage security but also the elimi- 
nation of war, man’s greatest scourge, but also flood dis- 


aster, hurricanes, tornadoes; for, as in the days of old when 
Jesus’ simple “Peace, be still” would calm the angry sea, 
so the elements will be under control. If such power was 
at His command in His limited mortal state, what will be 
His capability when all power from on high is His! 

Nor must we fail to consider the happy, blessed state 
of the children in that age. Today a thoughtful five-year- 
old views her beloved grandmother in the casket and 
asks with wide, questioning eyes: “Grandma’s eyes are 
closed now. Will they be open when she gets to heaven?’ 
And to add to the tragedy, Mother has no answer, for 
Mother has been taught fables from her youth. She has 
never been told the simple story that death is a peaceful, 
dreamless sleep in the grave; that heaven is the abode of 
glorified beings who have lived on other worlds; and 
that this earth is to be the future home of the faithful 
who have lived and died here. 

In that glorious age, children will be taught the truth 
from infancy. What a privilege to be their instructors, 
to aid in impressing the young minds when they are at 
their highest point of plasticity and alertness! 


Growth of the Kingdom 
There shall be a handful of corn in the earth upon the top 


of the mountain; the fruit thereof shall shake like Lebanon: 


and they of the city shall flourish like grass of the earth. 


From this handful of corn, the few choice and speci- 
men kernels composed of the faithful remnant, great re- 
turns are to be obtained. The Book employs many deep 
and highly symbolic means of describing the growth and 
expansion of the kingdom. There is Genesis in which the 
bride and Groom at their union are commanded to mul- 
tiply and replenish the earth with spiritual seed (1: 28) ; 
there is Ezekiel in which the river of God’s knowledge 
starts as a tiny trickle from under the threshold of the 
house (or people of God) and broadens and expands 
until it fills the earth (chapter 47). But perhaps the ac- 
tual means by which this dispensing of knowledge is 
achieved is no more clearly described anywhere. in the 
Book than by David in Psalm 22: “All the ends of the 
world shall remember and turn unto the Lord and all the 
kindreds of the nations shall worship before thee. For the 
kingdom is the Lord’s: and he is the governor among 
the nations. ... A seed shall serve him; it shall be ac- 
counted to the Lord for a generation. They shall come, 
and shall declare his righteousness unto a people that 
shall be born” (vs. 27—31). Men shall declare the good- 
ness and the salvation of the Lord unto their children, 
and they unto their posterity until all shall know the 
Lord, from the least to the greatest (Jer. 31: 34). 


Duration of the Kingdom 


His name shall endure forever: his name shall be continued 
as long as the sun: and men shall be blessed in him; all na- 
tions shall call him blessed. Blessed be the Lord God, the God 
of Israel, who only doeth wondrous things. And blessed be 
his glorious name forever. 


Climax of the Plan 
Let the whole earth be filled with his glory. 


Such is the Kingdom for which we pray. 
What a time to live for! What a time to live in! 
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PART NINE 


The Great Apostasy 
—or Departure from True Religion— 


Jonah and the Whale 


stood books of the Bible—contributes largely to our 
subject. Here the author narrates in the form of an 
allegory the great calamity which befell the Church as a 
result of defying God’s commands; this, followed by a 
period of dormancy for true religion; then, penitence and 
restoration to God’s favor by compliance with His law. 

The narrative begins: 

“Now the word of the Lord came unto Jonah the son 
of Amittai, saying, Arise go to Nineveh, that great city, 
and cry against it; for their wickedness is come up before 
me.” 

Nineveh, in prophecy, signifies the same as Babylon: 
“confusion, darkness, the forces of evil, world of the un- 
godly.” Always God’s spokesmen must cry against the 
prevailing wickedness; they must lift their voice in con- 
demnation of error, as Moses before Pharaoh, Daniel 
before Belshazzar, Paul before Agrippa. This, Jonah was 
reluctant to do. Let us not confuse Jonah with a single 
individual. In this allegory he represents a class of people, 
the Church, first true, then false, with which the defini- 
tions of “Jonah” correspond: “Son of truth, my dove, my 
undefiled, the bride of Christ” as in Song of Sol. 6: 9; also 
there is an unfaithful Jonah who is “excluded from the 
holy convocation.” It is this latter, unfaithful Jonah who 
was retrograding from truth to error that we see pictured 
in the first of the book. He was commanded to go to 
Nineveh to testify against it, but instead he determined to 
go to Tarshish. This is significant. As the literal Tarshish 
was at the westernmost point of the then-known world, 
and farthest removed from Nineveh in the east, so the 
apostate Christians fled away as far as possible from 
their duty to God. 

Jonah is represented as boarding a ship bound for 
Tarshish, but his destinaton was never reached due to 
a severe tempest which arose upon the sea. Among the 
definitions of “tempest” given by the lexicographer are 
the following: “To be violently shaken, tossed by adver- 
sity; used of an enemy who rushes upon his victims like 
a storm; to be dispersed as chaff; to scatter a people.” 
Like the other terms in the allegory, neither the sea nor 
the tempest is literal, but rather a mighty conflict arose 
upon the sea of nations (Rev. 17: 15) with the papal de- 
termination either to destroy the Christians or compel 
them to modify their beliefs and practices.* 

We read further concerning the apostate Christians: 

“Jonah was gone down into the sides of the ship; and 
he lay, and was fast asleep” (Jonah 1:5). 

This is the same sleep or spiritual insensibility which 
Jesus indicates in Matt. 25:5. “While the bridegroom 
tarried, they all slumbered and slept.” 

When God’s people tired of the rigid demands of His 
law and fell into a state of slumber, then the dormant law 
of truth was left to the will of the apostate fathers, whose 
decision was to dispense entirely with it, or, in the lan- 
guage of the allegory, cast Jonah overboard as the cause 
of the storm. 


J sor i of the deepest and perhaps least under- 
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“So they took up Jonah, and cast him forth into the sea: 
and the sea ceased from her raging’ (Jonah 1:15). 

When the truth was cast out and rejected, the forces of 
the Apostasy (freed from the living rebuke of a people 
striving toward perfection in doctrine and practice) could 
breathe more easily. A great calm prevailed where storms 
had been: the opposition was overcome—gone to the 
depths of the sea. Then the Lord provided another form 
of protection, for beyond that era truth was destined to 
live again in the hearts of men. 

“The Lord had prepared a great fish to swallow up 
Jonah. And Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days 
and three nights” (Jonah 1:17). 

Definitions of the word “fish” are, ‘“‘to cover over, hence 
to make dark.” And in the darkness of the fish’s belly, 
Jonah, the truth lay wrapped in midnight darkness, the 
“weeds” of superstition and ignorance wrapped around 
his head, the intellect completely enslaved (Jonah 2:5). 

During the ministry of Jesus He referred to this “fish” 
as a “whale” (Matt. 12: 40). This whale, or sea monster, 
is the same power described in Ezekiel 29:3; 32: 2. 

“Thus saith the Lord God; Behold, I am against thee, 
Pharaoh king of Egypt, the great dragon that lieth in the 
midst of his rivers, which hath said, My river is mine 
own, and I have made it for myself.” 

“Son of man, take up a lamentation for Pharaoh king 
of Egypt, and say unto him, Thou art like a young lion of 
the nations, and thou art as a whale in the sea: and thou 
camest forth with thy rivers, and troublest the waters 
with thy feet, and fouledst their rivers.” 

This whale has feet, and hence cannot be literal, but 
is the “king of Egypt,”—spiritual Egypt (Rev. 11: 8)— 
ruler of the darkness of this world (Eph. 6: 12). The Al- 
mighty, looking toward the future, provided for the pres- 
ervaton of His Word. As Jonah of the allegory was mi- 
raculously saved from the sea by a beast which bore him 
no good-will, so the Bible was miraculously preserved by 
its enemies, who seemed to have it at their mercy. When 
the apostate Christians rejected the truth, the papal 
power, by divine manipulation, served as custodian and 
protector of the Word. This strange phenomenon of his- 
tory is aptly described by the historian D’Aubigne: 

“Truth, that it might pass safe through the period 
when Rome would have crushed it with her iron scepter, 
had acted like the insect that weaves with its threads the 
chrysalis in which it envelopes itself during the winter. 
And, strange to say, the means that had served in this 
way to preserve the truth were the scholastic divines so 
much decried. These ingenious artisans of thought had 
strung together all the current theological notions, and of 
these threads they had formed a net, under which it 
would have been difficult for more skillful persons than 


* The lexicographer gives several texts to show parallel usages 


of the word “tempest,” among them Isa. 54:11, and Zech. 7: 11— 
14, which see. 
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their contemporaries to recognize the truth in its first 
purity. We may regret that the insect, full of life and so 
lately shining with the brightest colors, should wrap it- 
self in its dark and seemingly inanimate covering; but 
that covering preserves it. It was thus with the truth. If 
the interested and suspicious policy of Rome, in the days 
of her power, had met with the naked truth, she would 
have destroyed it, or at least endeavored to do so. Dis- 
guised as it was by the divines of that period under end- 
less subtleties and distinctions, the Popes did not recog- 
nize it, or else perceived that while in that state it could 
not trouble them. They took under their protection both 
the artisans and their handiwork. But the spring might 
come, when the hidden truth might lift its head and throw 
off all the threads which covered it. Having acquired fresh 
vigor in its seeming tomb, the world might behold it in 
the days of its resurrection, obtain the victory over Rome 
and all her errors.”* 

In the language of the historian, spring would cause 
the insect to emerge from the crysalis, or, according to 
the allegory, the whale vomited out Jonah. This stupen- 
dous event came only as a climax to long and persistent 
wrestling and travail within the belly of the whale, of 
weary nights of study and prayer to God as Jonah strug- 
gled to be freed from the weeds of superstition. We read, 

“IT cried by reason of mine affliction unto the Lord, 
and he heard me; out of the belly of hell cried I, and thou 
heardest my voice. Then I said, I am cast out of thy sight; 
yet I will look again toward thy holy temple. 

“The waters compassed me about, even to the soul: the 
depth closed me round about, the weeds were wrapped 
about my head. When my soul fainted within me I remem- 
bered the Lord: and my prayer came in unto thee, into 
thine holy temple” (Jonah 2: 2, 4, 5, 7). 

Here the other definition of Jonah applies. This is not 
the unfaithful class who fled away from their duty, but 
the faithful Jonah, who set his face again toward the 
holy temple. 

The mother of L. T. Nichols told how he, when but a 
boy, always wanted to hear the Bible read. She was a 
religious woman, although her religion was the Romish 
fables inherited by Protestantism. He would often reason 
and argue with her, saying, “Why, mother, we were never 
condemned because Adam sinned. It would not be just 
for God to condemn us because of another man’s sin.” 
His school teacher, who later became one of his loyal fol- 
lowers, heard him speak at a religious meeting when he 
was only fifteen years old. He opposed the false doctrines, 
and said, “They are not reasonable. It is not reasonable 
to believe in eternal torment; not reasonable to believe 
in a literal devil.” He was searching for light, and wher- 
ever he went he caused the old “fish” trouble. 

He would say, “Mother, it says there in Matt. 5:5, 
‘Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.’ 
They have been telling us we go off to heaven, but the 
Bible does not say that. The Bible says, ‘We shall reign on 
the earth.’” At the age of thirteen years he would take 
his Bible to school, and during recess try to interest his 
classmates in what it taught. Slowly but surely he was 
casting aside the weeds of darkness, error and super- 
stition that had been wrapped about his head. 


* History of the Great Reformation. —D’AUBIGNE. 


The most vita] question in a religion whose highest 
goal is salvation must always be, “What must I do to be 
saved?” When in 1880 the Rev. L. T. Nichols recognized 
the Scriptural demand for moral perfection and pro- 
claimed to his followers that no man could be saved apart 
from knowing and keeping every commandment of God, 
this brought final cleavage with every established church. 
In the language of the faithful Jonah, he said, 

“T will sacrifice unto thee with the voice of thanks- 
giving; I will pay that that I have vowed. 

“And the Lord spake unto the fish, and it vomited out 
Jonah upon the dry land” (Jonah 2:9, 10)—a “dry and 
thirsty land,” devoid of the water of life (Ps. 63:1; John 
4:14). 


“And the word of the Lord came unto Jonah the second 
time, saying, Arise, go unto Nineveh, that great city, and 
preach unto it the preaching that I bid thee. So Jonah 
arose, and went unto Nineveh, according to the word of 
the Lord. Now Nineveh was an exceeding great city of 
three days’ journey. And Jonah began to enter into the 
city a day’s journey, and he cried, and said, Yet forty 
days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown” (Jonah 3: 1—4). 

When after the Apostasy the command of the Lord was 
repeated to arise and go to Nineveh, there was a faithful 
Jonah to respond, to sound the warning: “Yet forty days, 
and Nineveh shall be overthrown.” Nineveh, this world- 
wide Babylon, this universal city of confusion, this Sodom 
of moral depravity, is doomed to destruction in the forty 
years (typified as “forty days”) of judgments which shall 
follow Christ’s return to earth (Mic. 7:15; Acts 7:36). 
The only means of deliverance is to flee out of Babylon 
by forsaking her errors. 


Next Issue: THE MAN OF SIN DESTROYED. 





Day by Day 


Looking upward every day, 
Sunshine in our faces, 
Pressing onward every day 
Toward the heavenly places; 
Growing every day in awe, 
For Thy name is holy; 
Learning every day to love 
With a love more lowly. 


Walking every day more close 
To our Elder Brother; 
Growing every day more true 
Unto one another; 
Every day more gratefully 

Kindnesses receiving, 
Every day more readily 
Injuries forgiving. 


Leaving every day behind 
Something which might hinder; 
Running swifter every day, 
Growing purer, kinder— 
Lord, so pray we every day; 
Hear us in Thy pity, 
That we enter in at last 


To the Holy City. —Selected. 
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A Teacher's Decision 


A Story for Children 


ha of the pupils in Miss Applegate’s sixth grade 
room were waiting eagerly to hear more about the 
poem writing contest. For the past few days it had been 
the main topic of their classroom conversation; and more 
than once Miss Applegate had to caution the overanxious 
children to concentrate on the lessons at hand, because 
the nature of the contest would be explained in due time. 

For a number of years now, this enterprizing and un- 
derstanding teacher had conducted various contests for 
all the children in her sixth grade. The money that bought 
the prizes came from her own personal savings. This was 
just one of the many methods she used to furnish her 
pupils with working examples of the principles of fair 
dealing and good citizenship, lessons they must eventually 
learn when they became full grown men and women, if 
indeed they did not learn them sooner. To win one of 
these little contests without getting the big head or be- 
coming self-important was very desirable. To be able to 
lose without getting downhearted and miserable was even 
more acceptable. 

“Now, may I have the attention of everyone, please,” 
said Miss Applegate, just after the class had come back 
to the room after mid-morning recess. “The contest rules 
this year will differ slightly from the previous ones. In- 
stead of there being three prizes for first, second, and 
third places, there will be only two prizes and both equal 
in value. The first prize goes to the pupil writing the best 
poem, and the second goes to the boy or girl who in my 
opinion demonstrates the most effort and thoughtfulness 
in preparing his or her composition.” 

“Please listen closely,” continued Miss Applegate, “so 
you will know how to get started right. The rules are 
easy to understand and here they are: Write a short poem 
in which the names of the three primary colors are used. 
Remember your lesson of poem writing; it must have 
the proper rhythm and meter. The poem that tells the 
most complete story with the fewest words and still 
makes good sense will win first place.” 

The teacher walked to the window and adjusted the 
shades so that the direct sunlight would not fall on the 
first row of desks, and, continuing, said, “Please remem- 
ber, children, you are strictly on your honor. This poem 
must be written by you and you alone. Do not ask help 
from mother, father or big brother or sister. Have I made 
myself clear? Are there any questions?” 

A number of hands were soon waving wildly in the 
air. Miss Applegate answered the questions with the fol- 
lowing statement: “I will not tell you the names of the 
primary colors. If you are not able to find them in your 
study book, you will certainly find the answer in the 
schoo] library any time you have the opportunity.” 

The sixth grade pupils were anxious to get started on 
their poems in order that they might have more time to 
compose a winning entry. But quite a number of them 
were uncertain about what made up the primary colors. 
Sharon Ann Henderson was one of these. Of course her 
sixteen-year-old sister, Deborah, could tell her because 
she was considered an expert on color combinations. Still 


you were not supposed to ask for, or receive, outside 
help. It was such a bother to go to the library and find 
the right book and study it out for yourself. Surely it was 
much easier to just ask someone older—but then teacher 
gave the rules to live up to. 

It was rumored that the prizes were going to be wrist 
watches, guaranteed to run for at least one year or a 
new one free; and how badly Sharon Ann wanted a wrist 
watch! Some of her classmates already had them, but 
her parents had said she was still too young for such an 
article. Was there not a clock in every classroom? Sharon 
Ann had to admit there was, but for all of that she still 
wanted a wrist watch so very, very much. And now here 
was an opportunity: if only she could turn in the winning 
poem, maybe she would be able to have a watch after all. 

A visit to the schoo] library right after the seventh 
period did not prove as difficult as she had feared. And 
as she walked home from school, her mind was already 
trying to make up some kind of a rhyme making good 
and proper use of the three colors. It was easy to say, 
Roses are red, violets are blue. But what could she add 
to that and use the word yellow and still make sense? 
She must keep on trying. After much effort she thought 
of the following: Roses are red, violets are blue; do yel- 
low flowers look good to you? It seemed to rhyme, but her 
own judgment seemed to tell her it could hardly be con- 
sidered a prize-winning composition. No, she would have 
to do better than that. 

But the next day, and the next, she could think of 
nothing that seemed a bit better. And then on the fourth 
day she composed this little poem after watching her 
kittens at play: “A cat is not blue, nor can one be red; 
but the cat that is yellow is easiest fed.” No, this would 
not do either. It did not make as much sense as the first 
one. The days went by and no better ideas were had. The 
closing day of the contest came so very quickly and Sharon 
Ann’s heart was filled with sadness as she slowly walked 
to school. She was late but she hardly cared; probably all 
the rest of the students had good poems to turn in, but 
she felt hers was so inferior. 

The wind was blowing a piece of notebook paper to- 
ward her. Curiosity caused her to pick it up as the wind 
tossed it right at her feet. There was some writing on it. 
What was this? Why! of all things—a poem in fine rhyme 
with the three primary colors named in it! And it was 
so much better than hers. Some classmate must have 
written it, but there was no name on the paper. This 
poem was really very good, but would finding it make it 
hers? She had not written it, but she had it now. Would 
someone miss it? Could she turn it in as her own work? 
If she copied it over in her own handwriting, she could 
really say she had written it, could she not? How very, 
very much she wanted to win that prize, and oh, if she 
could only have a wrist watch! Nothing else seemed quite 
so important. 

Now her feet fairly flew as she hurried toward school. 
Something seemed to tell her to copy this poem over and 
sign her name to the paper. It was a very good poem and 
might win the contest. But her better self told her, “It 
is not your poem; you did not compose it. It belongs to 
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someone else. To turn it in as your own would be cheating 
and surely you do not want a watch badly enough to be 
dishonest, do you? Did not teacher say you would be 
strictly on your honor? And what would God think of a 
boy or girl who wanted to win so much that they would 
go so far as to cheat in order to accomplish their pur- 
pose?” No! She was sure God would not approve; and 
how could she ever excuse herself to Him when she knelt 
beside her bed and said her good night prayers. 

If father and mother knew that she cheated in order 
to win a wrist watch, and she knew she would have to tell 
them the whole story, how would they feel? No, a thou- 
sand times, no! She might better throw the poem she 
found into the waste paper basket and forget it, than 
wrongfully claim it as her own. Better yet, why not go 
to the teacher and give her the piece of paper she found, 
telling her it must rightfully belong to some other pupil 
in the room. Acting immediately, she did just this. Then 
she turned in her own first poem; she was sure it would 
not win any prize but at least in it was her own honest 
effort. Lose if she must, her better judgment told her. To 
win by cheating would be dishonorable. It would be un- 
fair to her classmates; it would be deceiving Miss Apple- 
gate; it would make her parents ashamed of her; and, 
worst of all, God would know that she was willing to do 
wrong in order to win something that was not really so 
important after all. 

At last the entries were all turned in to the teacher and 
the all important necessary studies were taken care of for 
that day. The class waited breathlessly for the results to 
be announced by their well-beloved teacher. 

Miss Applegate, standing in front of her desk and hold- 
ing the various poems in her hands, made the following 
announcement: “I have carefully considered all the poems 
submitted by you students. Some of them are extra good 
and others perhaps are only average in their meter. 
Frank Peters, just what new type of poetry were you 
inventing? Well, anyway, it is my opinion that all of you 
gave the matter much thought and consideration. And 
after all, that is one of the principal reasons why you at- 
tend classes at school. You must learn to develop your 
powers of reasoning and thinking a problem through. 
Now it is my opinion that the poem submitted by Herbert 
Lane is the best all-around one according to the rules I 
explained to you last week. The second award was not 
quite so simple to decide, but after much thought I am 
going to present the prize, a girl’s wrist watch, to Miss 
Sharon Ann Henderson. I feel she was faced with an un- 
usual problem. She accepted it for what it was; she 
thought the matter through to a right conclusion. May 
she always display the same diligence to take the better 
choice whenever the opportunity presents itself. Class 
is dismissed for today,” smiled the teacher, and handing 
the surprised boy and the more surprised Sharon Ann the 
attractively wrapped awards, added, “Good night, chil- 
dren.” 

It did not take the students long to get their coats and 
pass in an orderly manner down the corridor and out of 
the school. But if you had been there, it would have made 
your own heart feel so very happy just to see the pleased 
expression on Sharon Ann’s face. Mother and father had 
always told her that honesty was the best policy and how 
thankful she was that she did not yield to the temptation 
to deceive and cheat. 





A MILLIONAIRE 


a ANKIND’S supreme fallacy is the belief that the 

more we have the happier we shall be, that the 
fullest enrichment of our lives can only come from an 
abundance of possessions.” 

It is quite natural to honor those who have money, es- 
pecially if their wealth can be numbered by millions, and 
to be rated as a millionaire places them on a higher level 
of popularity in the eyes of the world. A writer once 
asked, “Do you know the real difference between a rich 
man and a poor man? The poor man thinks that money 
would make him happy. The rich man knows that it will 
not.” 

It is a sad fact that too often those who begin by lov- 
ing gold as a servant, finish by becoming its slave, and 
as a result lose the things money cannot buy; health, 
character, favor with God, or a home in His Kingdom. 

A story is told of a man who had thirteen million dol- 
lars and thought he was poor. He came to New York from 
one of the southern states when he was twenty years old 
and began his career by working for the Edison Light 
Company. Success crowned all his efforts and by the 
time he was sixty years old he had organized four light 
companies. In 1929 the New York Herald Tribune es- 
timated his personal fortune at over a billion and a half 
dollars. He lived king-size. He had a mansion in New 
York, plantations in the south, and his estate on Long 
Island boasted of one of the most elaborate sunken gar- 
dens in the world. He ranked as one of the richest men 
living at that time. Then came the financial crash in 
Wall Street. Sixteen million shares were tossed over- 
board, and by 1981 a solemn auditor informed him his 
fortune of a billion and a half had shrunk to 13 million. 

To one who had been in possession of such an immense 
fortune this seemed a very paltry sum. He considered 
himself financially ruined. He closed up his mansion, sold 
his estate and moved into the superintendent’s cottage. 
When he died thirteen years later, the thirteen million 
dollars was still intact. Thus ended the career of a rich 
man but a poor creature. He had brought nothing into 
this world and it was certain that he could carry nothing 
out. The king of terrors relieved him of his fortune and 
left behind an example of the failure of success; for no 
man is rich to whom the grave brings eternal bankruptcy. 

In contrast to this narrative is the simple story in 
rhyme of a woman who was poor as far as worldly pos- 
sessions were concerned, yet thought she was a million- 
aire. 


“She was not rich, as the world calls rich, 
And time had whitened her hair; 

But her face lighted up with a beautiful smile, 
As she wrote, ‘I’m a millionaire.’ 


“My Father at home is a very great King, 
And so I’m a princess you see; 

And when my royal robe is complete, 
A palace is waiting for me. 


“I’m a millionaire; then why should I care 
For the wealth of the world so fair; 

My Father’s a King and I can sing, 
‘Bless God, I’m a millionaire.’ ” 


The greatest ambition possible for anyone to have is 
to aspire to be the daughter of the future King of all the 
(Continued on page 11) 
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Meditations 
On the Word 


“For the kingdom of heaven is as a man traveling into a 
far country, who called his own servants, and delivered unto 
them his goods. And unto one he gave five talents, to another 
two, and to another one; to every man according to his several 
ability” (Matt. 25: 14, 15). 


This parable has in it something different than we gen- 
erally learn from the Master. More often He favored the 
poor and humble folk and abased the rich and the great. 
But here we have just the contrary. Those who had more 
given them proved faithful, whereas, those with but a 
little talent proved unfaithful in their stewardship. 

Furthermore, Jesus severely condemned the man who 
had but a little given him. This may sound strange. The 
man really did nothing wrong. He merely kept the talent 
and returned it safely to his lord. He did not steal, nor 
defraud anyone for the sake of gain. Yet he was dealt 
with severely. What is the reason? 

This parable. impresses upon our minds the different 
degrees of service men are able to render to God or to 
their fellow men, and their reaction to responsibility. 
Quite often those people with greater talents and op- 
portunity devote their lives to their calling and make a 
success of it, and win the attention and praise of the 
public. Many undoubtedly who have neither talent nor 
opportunity, would delight to be engaged in such work 
but they are hindered by other responsibilities or obliga- 
tions and cannot. And others, though not obligated, re- 
main in the background, excusing themselves by their 
lack of ability. Many one-talent men fail to use their talent. 

There are many men who undoubtedly would want to 
engage in the higher service but must remain at some low- 
ly place to which God has assigned them and which is a 
different kind of life than that which they would choose. 
But when Christ calls a person to a humble task rather 
than to a big public one, that task is all the more difficult 
because it is humble. For this very reason so many be- 
come faithless in it. Often people who are capable of 
doing a great service are not capable of doing a small 
task. They fall into the same error as the man who was 
given only a single talent. 

The Master gave us this lesson for this very reason. 
If the Lord has given us but one talent to serve Him with, 
if He has given us a humble task, do not ask why. There 
is great danger in our asking, Is it worthwhile for me to 
do this? If the man who received but one talent had been 
given ten, no doubt he would have gone to work and would 
have made a success of the way he used it, or at least he 
would have tried. But with only one talent he reasons, 
What is the use? What I do with this little bit won’t 
amount to much. It won’t glorify God in the least. 

Looking at this parable carefully we find that Jesus 
does not stress the faithfulness of either the five-talent or 
the two-talent servants because of their larger gifts, but 
rather their faithfulness with a few things. The inference 
is that the lord would have said the same to the one-talent 
servant. Had he been faithful, he too would have heard, 
“Well done!” The smaller service has the same import- 


ance and value as the larger. We can all take courage if 
we seem to have received only one little talent. 

That unprofitable servant did not realize the value his 
master placed on the service he could have rendered. 
We may be like him, and for this reason we need 
to keep our eyes open and be patient while we seel: the 
opportunity to serve. That opportunity will surely come. 
The thing we have to watch is that we do not pass by on 
the other side and leave the task undone because it is 
small. Accept the opportunity to perform the humblest 
task as it presents itself to you! 

Seek for the little path, the path where Christ has need 
of someone to serve Him. Look for those who are lonely, 
those who need encouragement, those who are isolated, 
and need understanding. You cannot fail to find much 
that needs to be done in many small ways if you but open 
your eyes and look about you. What you do may appear 
small and those whom you help may seem of little ac- 
count, but Jesus said: “Inasmuch as ye have done it unto 
one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto 
me” (Matt. 25: 40). If Jesus were in need personally we 
would be right there with all we have. If we do it for 
others the result is the same. 

If we cannot take an active part in a work we would 
love to see intensified we can help someone who is in just 
such a work. For example: A young man who was attend- 
ing school, studying to be a minister of the gospel, was 
invited by a widow to her home to pick up some of her 
late husband’s clothes. While there, she told him, “And I 
want you to bring your washing here after this. I will do 
it for you and it won’t cost you anything either. I may not 
be able to go out and preach the gospel as I would like to 
but I can help someone who can.” This exemplifies the 
principle of putting the one talent to work for the Lord. 

There are endless duties which must be done by one- 
talent people. The few two-talent and the fewer five-talent 
men and women cannot be expected to do all the work in 
a community or a church. Someone must do the lesser 
services. Such insignificant-appearing tasks as janitorial 
work, preparing meals, making beds, maintenance of 
buildings, caring for the sick and aged, etc., may appear 
of little value but they must be done, and the service can 
be glorified by being willingly dedicated to God. Un- 
doubtedly it is such tasks as these to which the writer of 
Hebrews referred: “For God is not unrighteous to forget 
your work and labor of love, which ye have showed to- 
ward his name, in that ye have ministered to the saints.” 

It is the sum of many small tasks that make possible 
the success of an organization. The combined efforts of 
many one-talent men result in much good being accom- 
plished. It is like the great flowing rivers of earth. Their 
waters nourish and sustain the earth but they are in- 
creased from many sources. There are the small streams 
and subterranean springs which continually enter each 
river and feed it and keep it from drying up. Without 
these small and silent and hidden waters the great rivers 
could not flow. Thus we see the value of small services. 

The success of the Lord’s work does not depend upon 
the enthusiasm of a few persons of power and ability. 
They have their very necessary place to be sure, but it is 
equally necessary to have a much larger number of people 
who will dedicate their single talents to the service of 
Christ. Only by seizing the little tasks and being faithful 
in them can one gain promotion to the greater trusts and 
merit the commendation of the Master. 








MILLIONAIRE 


(Continued from page 9) 
earth—He who holds the destiny of the nations in His 
hands. He has boundless wealth, power and dominion at 
His disposal; He tells us through His Word that He is 
willing and anxious to share this abundance. “To him 
that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, 
even as | also overcame, and am set down with my father 
in his throne. . . . He shall inherit all things, and I will 
be his God and he shall be my son” (Rev. 8: 21; 21:7). 

The Psalmist reveals the beauty of one who has made 
herself worthy to share in this grand inheritance: “The 
king’s daughter is all glorious within; her clothing is of 
wrought gold” (Ps. 45:18). These words convey to our 
mind that she has formed a character above reproach by 
overcoming all evil. She honored her King by ceasing to 
do her own ways, finding her own pleasures, and speaking 
her own words. As a result she became pure of heart and 
clean of hands, glorious within and without. Her gar- 
ments have been made with painstaking care, fashioned 
of pure linen, clean and white, which is the righteousness 
of saints. She is adorned with a meek and quiet spirit, 
which in the sight of God is an ornament of greater worth 
than millions of gold and silver. 

The Prophet Isaiah further emphasizes the value of 
this ornament, “But to this man will I look, even to him 
that is poor and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at 
my word” (66: 2). 

We can see by this testimony that it is as man becomes 
humble and sees himself as he is, realizing his own little- 
ness in and of himself, that he becomes worthy of the 
future blessings. “And the blessing of the Lord, it maketh 
rich, and he addeth no sorrow with it.” These riches will 
be durable; never will they depreciate in value, nor be 
swept away by any business collapse. 

The teachings of Jesus reveal that a man’s true worth 
is never measured by what he has, rather it is measured 
by what he is. Repeatedly He warned His followers 
against covetousness, insisting that a man’s true life 
does not grow out of the number of material things in his 
possession. He told the story of a property owner whose 
one aim was to pile up more wealth, accumulate more 
grain and buildings. Jesus said that in God’s estimation 
this man was a fool. Why? Because his eyes were fixed on 
the less important side of life. Repeatedly Jesus urged the 
people about Him to stop thinking so constantly about 
material treasure to be laid up in this world and to think 
more about spiritual treasure which could be carried 
over into the world to come. Jesus ever labored to im- 
press upon His hearers that the building of a noble char- 
acter was vastly more important than the acquisition of 
money. His commandment was, “Seek ye first the king- 
dom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things 
shall be added unto you.” 

This Book of all books is an inexhaustible mine of wealth 
to everyone who believes and becomes rich toward God 
by keeping His commandments. The Apostle James de- 
clares, “Hath not God chosen the poor of this world, rich 
in faith and heirs of the kingdom which he hath promised 
to them that love him?” (James 2: 5). 

The big question with us should be: Are we searching 
in this mine of wealth, and storing away these golden tes- 
timonies, these treasures of righteousness, that will de- 
liver from the grave; and make us worthy to be num- 
bered with the faithful ones, who will share the glories 
of the world to come? 


May 31, 1958 


Your Questions Answered 
Who is the devil in Luke 22: 3, 31? 


Satan entered into Judas when his love of money 
superceded his love of the Master and he betrayed Him 
into the hands of sinful men. 

The other verse in question reads as follows: “And the 
Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to 
have you, that he may sift you as wheat: but I have 
prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and when thou 
art converted, strengthen thy brethren.” Christ fore- 
knew that Peter’s courage would fail in the testing and 
that he would deny his affiliation with his Lord. 

In both cases Satan represented the lower nature war- 
ring against the higher. It is a battle that must be fought 
in every heart: flesh against spirit, Satan against Christ. 


Will we know our relatives in the resurrection? What kind 
of bodies will the immortals have? 


We have every reason to believe that relatives and 
friends who are worthy of a resurrection shall know 
each other in the resurrection and in the Kingdom of 
God. Jesus said that they would see Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob in the Kingdom, and if those three, why not others 
also who are worthy? 

The exact nature of the immortal bodies is not revealed 
but we have the assurance that the inhabitants of the new 
world will possess real bodies, in form and shape as we 
are now, but they will be immortalized. They will not be 
corruptible as we are now (Phil. 3: 20, 21). You will re- 
member the Angel Gabriel] that appeared to Daniel was 
called a man (Dan. 9: 21). So also were the angels who 
came to Abraham, as well as many others. 


My religious conscience prompts me to go to the Hebrew 


synagogue. Could I be in error? I want the nearest to un- 
adulterated truth. 


A people who rejected and crucified Jesus Christ could 
not possibly have the truth. Furthermore, they reject the 
New Testament, and by so doing they have not the full 
revealed will of God. 

If it is the truth of God you desire you will find it only 
in the complete Word of God, the writings of the proph- 
ets, Jesus and the apostles. That written Word is the 
only communication from God to man in this day. Wher- 
ever you find a people or a church based wholly on what 
the Bible says in regard to their beliefs and practices 
there you will find the truth. Any deviation from, or 
human interpretation of God’s Word nullifies whatever 
claims people make that they have the truth. 


Will David rule over Israel? If so, when? What will the 
rest of the world be doing at that time? 


Not David the son of Jesse, but Jesus Christ the son 
of David will rule over the whole world. Israel as a na- 
tion was cast off. Their kingdom was overthrown and as 
a nation the people are forsaken because of disobedience 
to the law of God. According to the Prophet Ezekiel (21: 
27) the kingdom is to remain overthrown until He comes 
whose right it is to reign and then it shall be restored. 
God does not intend to restore the Kingdom to natural 
Israel, or to the Jews; but the entire earth is to be in 
subjection to Christ the King. All the nations of earth 
will be blessed because of His reign. 
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Be All at Rest 


Be all at rest, my soul, toward God; from him comes 
my salvation. —Psalm 62: 1. 


“Be all at rest, my soul.” Oh! blessed secret 

Of the true life that glorifies thy Lord: 

Not always doth the busiest soul best serve Him, 
But he who resteth on His faithful Word. 


“Be all at rest,”—“let not your heart be rippled,” 
For tiny wavelets mar the image fair 
Which the still pool reflects of heaven’s glory— 
And thus the Image He would have you bear. 


“Be all at rest,”’—for rest is highest service; 
To the still heart God doth His secrets tell: 
Thus shalt thou learn to wait, and watch, and labor, 
Strengthened to bear, since Christ in thee doth dwell. 


For what is service but the life of Jesus 
Lived through a vessel of earth’s fragile clay; 
Loving and giving; poured forth for others; 
“A living sacrifice” from day to day? 


And what shall meet the deep unrest around thee 
But the calm peace of God that filled His breast? 
For still a living voice must call the weary 

To Him who said, “Come unto me and rest.” 


Therefore “be all at rest, my soul,” toward Him, 
If thou a revelation of the Lord would’st be; 

For in the quiet confidence that never doubts Him, 
Others His truth and faithfulness shall see. 


“Be all at rest,” for rest alone becometh 

The soul that casts on Him its every care; 

“Be all at rest”—so shall thy life proclaim Him 
A God who worketh and who heareth prayer. 


“Be all at rest”—so shalt thou be an answer 
To those who question, “Who is God, and where?” 
For God is rest, and where He dwells is stillness, 
And they who dwell in Him that rest shall share. 
—Selected. 
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